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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



1 . The rejection of claim 6 under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite is 
withdrawn as being overcome by Applicant's amendment. 



2. Claim 13 is objected to because of the following informalities: there should be a comma 
between "image data" and "said double-buffered memory" in line 4 of claim 13; " capable" in 
line 5 should read - is capable-- . Appropriate correction is required. 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1, 2, 4-7, 10-15, 18, 19 and 22-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
clearly anticipated by Lipton, US 4,562,463. 

With respect to claim 1 Lip ton discloses a method (method II in FIG. 1 1) for displaying a 
series of image data frames, each frame comprised of a first-eye (left eye, for instance) frame and 
a second-eye frame (right eye), wherein the method includes providing a display memory (A, B, 
C and D) capable of holding two image data frames comprised of odd and even image lines (A 
and C fore holding odd lines, for example, and B and D for holding even lines; col. 16, 11. 16-33), 
a first said image data frame in a first half of the display memory (A,C or A, D) and a second 
said image data frame in a second half of the display memory; storing a first said first-eye frame 



Claim Objections 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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in said first half of the display memory (A) and storing a first said second-eye frame in said first 
half of the display memory (D); and then displaying a first first-eye firame; displaying a first 
second-eye frame and then re-displaying the first first-eye frame and re-displaying the first 
second eye frame (notice the sequence of displaying and re-displaying in a third row of a 
diagram in FIG. 11, wherein Fola and Felb are first eye frame and second-eye frame 
respectively; see col. 14, line 60 - col. 15, line 26). 

As to claim 2, Lipton fiirther teaches repeating of the method of displaying and re- 
displaying in series for consecutive frames (see diagram in FIG. 1 1 and col. 15, lines 11-13). 

As to claim 4, Lipton teaches receiving the series of image data frames at 30 Hz frame 
rate (see ONE PICTURE UNIT equal to 1/30 sec in diagrams in FIGS. 10-12 wherein UNIT 
constitutes one frill frame of 30 Hz rate). 

As to claim 5, each full non-interlaced frame rate of 30 Hz above is obtained by 
receiving in series odd (right-eye field) and even (left-eye field) interlaced fields of 60 Hz rate 
(notice that the timing for each of interlaced fields Fo and Fe is half of that for frill frame, i.e. 
1/60 sec). 

As to claim 6, Lipton fiirther teaches double-buffered memory (see FIGS. 2 and 3) for 
storing first-eye data. 

As to claim 7, the sequence required by claim is shown in FIG. 1 1, for example for the 
first frames Fol-Fel and second frame Fo2-Fe2, there is shown sequence Fola Felb Fola 
^ Felb ->Fo2c -> Fe2a -> Fo2c -> Fe2a, wherein buffers A and B are used to store right-eye 
and left-eye image data as a buffer 1 for the first frame, and then buffers C and A are used for 
storing right-eye and left-eye image data as a buffer 2 for the second frame. 
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As to claim 10, Lipton further teaches storing image data for each eye in double-buffered 
memory (see FIGS. 2-3 and 11-12 showing three and four buffers A-d used for storing image 
data). 

As to claims 11-12, as can be seen from FIG. 11, while processed data for a second 
image frame (Fo2-Fe2) is stored in buffer portions C and A, data for a first image data frame 
Felb from another portion B is displayed (OUT) and then the storage and display of the data 
from frame to frame is alternated (i.e. displayed from portion A while storing in portion B). 

In regards to claim 13, Lipton discloses a display system (FIG. 2) having an image 
processor (2-4) for receiving and processing image data; a double-buffered memory (6, 7, 18) 
connected the image processor for receiving and storing the processed image data, the double- 
buffered memory is capable of holding two image data frames, a first said image data frame in a 
first half of the display memory and a second said image data frame in a second half of said 
display memory, each of said two image data frames comprised of processed image data fgor 
odd and even lines of an image for a first eye and a second eye; a display device (8, 14) 
electrically connected to the double-buffered memory for reading the data therefrom and 
displaying the data, wherein the image data for a first eye read and displayed during each of two 
display periods separated by a display period for the image data for a second eye (in bottom row 
in FIG. 11, one stereoscopic unit see two display periods for a first eye Fola are separated by the 
periods for a second eye Felb). See also the discussion related to claim 1 above. 

As to claim 14, the display system fiirther comprises a pair of right eye buffers and a pair 
of left eye buffers (three buffers A, B and C are used in altemating pairs for left eye and right eye 
image data). 
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As to claim 15, see discussion related to associated method claim 7, 
As to claims 18, 19 and 22 Lipton teaches a viewer device synchronized with the display 
system (glasses 15 with shutter lenses 16 and 17; see col. 16, lines 62-67), 
As to claim 23, see col. 18, line 20-32. 

As to claims 25 and 26, see discussion above related to associated method of claims 1 1 
and 12 respectively. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 3, 9 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lipton 
in view of Gibbon et al., ("Gibbon"), US Pub. No. 2003/0020809 Al. 

Lipton discloses a method for displaying and re-displaying a first-eye frame and a 
second-eye frame consecutively for video source signal having a field rate of 60 or 50 fields per 
second (30 or 25 Hz for full frame). 

Lipton does not disclose that the method includes receiving a series of image data frames 
at a 24 Hz frame rate. 

With respect to claim 3 Gibbon teaches an electronic projection system for displaying 
stereoscopic images (FIG. 12), which can be viewed by electronic glasses (107) for decoding 
temporal and spatial multiplexing of right-eye and left-eye fields, wherein the input video source 
is a motion picture with a frame rate of 24 fps (see FIG. 19; paragraph [0052]). 
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Gibbon also teaches displaying and re-displaying a first-eye frame and a second eye 
frame just as Lipton does (see FIGS. 15-16; [0050]), and that the method can be used for higher 
than 24 Hz frame rate with increased quality ([0053]). 

Different frame rates contributed by different original video sources, such as motion 
pictures or TV, conversion from one rate to another in order to adapt to corresponding systems 
are well known in the art, and it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time when the invention was made that, while the frame rate disclosed by Lipton is 
corresponding to basic TV frame rate, a motion picture rate can be also used as an input video 
source as taught by Gibbon, which would simply constitute and will be readily recognized by 
those artisans as the choice of video source for displaying stereoscopic images, depending on 
what type of camera was used to create that video source. 

As to claims 9 and 17, as can be seen from FIG. 13, the original frame rate of 24 Hz for 
each eye (dual for R and L) is converted to 48 Hz (both R and L frames, 20.15 msec each) image 
frames, the sequence of frames has 48 Hz rate (doubled from the original 24 HZ as in FIG. 13 
before displaying them). 

7. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gibbon in view of 
Hewlett et al., ("Hewlett"), US 5,508,750. 

Gibbon teaches displaying 3D images having a video source with 24 or more frames per 
second (24 Hz and more). As can be seen from FIG. 15, Gibbon fiirther teaches displaying and 
re-displaying first-eye frame (R) and a second eye-frame (L) during one frill frame (Frame 1) 
with 48 frames per second series of R L. 
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Gibbon does not teach converting dual 60 field/second interlaced video data into 48 
frame/second series using a reverse 3:2 pull-down conversion. 

Hev^lett teaches adapting interlaced video signal derived from a film source (such as used 
in Gibbon) by converting the original interlaced signal into required progressive scan signal 
(FIGS. 1-3) by using a reverse 3:2 pull-down conversion. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time when the 
invention was made that the dual 60 field/second interlaced video, which is a common TV 
standard data derived from original film source with 24 Hz frame rate, in order to be applied to 
drive the stereoscopic display of Gibbon needs to be processed by reverse 3:2 pull-down 
conversion, as taught by Hewlett, and those skilled in the art would be motivated to do so 
because of huge inventory of existing video recorded in TV standard often need to be displayed 
by the display devices such as Gibbon's. 

8. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gibbon in view 
of Hewlett et al., ("Hewletf ). US 5,508,750, and further in view of Lipton. 

Gibbon teaches displaying 3D images having a video source with 24 or more frames per 
second (24 Hz and more). As can be seen from FIG. 15, Gibbon fiurther teaches displaying and 
re-displaying first-eye frame (R) and a second eye-frame (L) during one frill frame (Frame 1) 
with 48 frames per second series of R L. 

Hewlett teaches adapting interlaced video signal derived from a film source (such as used 
in Gibbon) by converting the original 60 field/second interlaced signal into required progressive 
scan signal (FIGS. 1-3) by using a reverse 3:2 pull-down conversion. 

None of the above teaches a double-buffered memory for processing eye-data. 
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Lipton teaches usage of double-buffered memory for eliminating flicker and spurious 
temporal parallax in stereoscopic display (col. 4, lines 32-52). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time when the 
invention was made to employ the method of Hewlett in the device of Gibbon for the reasons as 
applied to claim 8 above, and further, in order to eliminate a flicker, to improve the Hewlett- 
Gibbon combination by using a double-buffered memory as taught by Lipton. 
9. Claims 20 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lipton 
in view of Dasso, US 5701,154. 

Lipton discloses a method for displaying and re-displaying a first-eye firame and a 
second-eye fi'ame consecutively for video source signal and glasses as a viewing device for 
viewing stereoscopic images. 

Lipton does not disclose that a goggles or a helmet can be used in lieu of glasses as a 
viewing device for the display system. 

Dasso teaches displaying 3D stereoscopic images by sequentially displaying images for 
left and right eyes, wherein a display can be incorporated into glasses, goggles or helmet. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time when the 
invention was made that the display system of Lipton can be also incorporated into goggles or 
helmet as taught by Dasso, which would be readily recognized by those practitioners of art as an 
alternative design choice for the display device without affecting or bringing any unexpected 
result to the Lipton's method of displaying stereoscopic images. 
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Response to Arguments 



10. Applicant's arguments filed 26 April 2004 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. AppUcant's amendment failed to overcome rejections based on prior art as it is 
demonstrated in the examiner's interpretation above of the prior art used in the previous Official 
Action. 



1 1 . THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL, Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fi*om the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS fi"om the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alexander Eisen whose telephone number is (703) 306-2988. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-4:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard A. Hjerpe can be reached on (703) 305-4709. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Conclusion 



# 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
AppUcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Alexander Eisen 
Primary Examiner 
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